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Cowpea
Varieties:- Pusa Komal, Sona, Ratna

Climate: Cowpea is a crop of hot season and semi-arid regions, where the temperature remains between 20 to 30
degree Celsius. For maximum production of cowpea, day temperature of 27 degree Celsius and night temperature
of 22 degree Celsius is suitable.

Suitable soil: Cowpea crop can be grown in almost all types of soil with good management. However, cowpea crop
grows best in clay or sandy loam soil. For this, the pH value of the soil should be neutral.

Land preparation: Like other pulse crops, normal seed beds are prepared for this crop. Plough the field twice to
make the soil friable and apply borax after every ploughing.

Seed treatment:- Before sowing seeds, Gaucho should be treated at the rate of 2 grams per kilogram of seed.
Sowing time:- The best time for sowing is June-July in rainy season and February-March in spring season.
Seed quantity:- 15 to 20 kilograms of seed is required per hectare.

Distance:- 60-90 cm between two rows; 45-60 cm between two plants.

Manure and fertilizer:- For higher yield of cowpea, 20-25 tons of compost manure should be mixed in the soil at
the time of last weeding at the rate of per hectare. As elements, 25 nitrogen (kg) and 50 phosphorus (kg) should
be used per hectare.

Disease and Pest
Along with fertilizer, Fertera (Dupond) 4 kg per acre or Vertico (Syngenta) 2.5 kg per acre. Using this ratio
provides protection from sap sucking insects for 21 days.

No. | Diseases/ Pests Chemical name | Quantity per liter of water
1 Aphids and jassid Confidor 0.5 ml per liter
Actra 06 gram per 15 liter
2 Hairy caterpillar, cowpea pod borer | Proclaim 05 gram per 10 liter
Corazon 05 ml per 15 liter
tracer 05 ml per 15 liter

Fungal diseases:- To Chemical name fungal diseases, spray Confidor + Dithane M 45, 10 ml + 20 grams per 15
liters of water. If mosaic occurs due to virus, the diseased plants should be uprooted and destroyed.

Irrigation:On an average 4-5 irrigations are necessary for good growth of the crop. When the crop is grown in the
month of May, irrigate at an interval of 15 days before the arrival of monsoon.

Weed Chemical name: Weeding should be done as per the time and the field should be completely weed free.
Harvesting:-Harvest the soft and raw beans of cowpea regularly at an interval of 4-5 days.

Note:- In any season (especially in rainy season) to prevent excessive growth of cowpea crop and to ensure timely
flowering, spray 10 ml per pump of Lihocin (BASF India Ltd.) after one month of harvest and second spray 10 days
after first spray. Avoid using only urea.

Note:- All the above information is based on the experiment done at our research center. The above information
may change due to different weather, soil type and season at different places.
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No. | Diseases/ Pests Chemical name | Quantity per liter of water
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2 Hairy caterpillar, cowpea pod borer | Proclaim 05 gram per 10 liter
Corazon 05 ml per 15 liter
tracer 05 ml per 15 liter
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No. | Diseases/ Pests Chemical name | Quantity per liter of water
1 Aphids and jassid Confidor 0.5 ml per liter
Actra 06 gram per 15 liter
2 Hairy caterpillar, cowpea pod borer | Proclaim 05 gram per 10 liter
Corazon 05 ml per 15 liter
tracer 05 ml per 15 liter
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