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Cucumber
Hybrids/Varieties: - Puneri Khira, Himangi, Swati, Shilpa, Super Tara
Suitable climate:- For its cultivation, the maximum temperature should be 40° Celsius and the minimum 20°
Celsius. For good growth and flowering, 25-30° Celsius temperature is good. Excessive rainfall, humidity and
cloudiness increase the spread of pests and diseases. In high temperature and light conditions, more male flowers
emerge, whereas in the opposite weather, the number of female flowers is more.

Land selection:- For cucumber cultivation, sandy loam or loamy soil with proper drainage management has been
found to be the best. The amount of carbon in the soil should be high and the pH value should be 6.5-7. Cucumber
is mainly a crop of hot climate and it is more affected by frost.

Land preparation:- For higher vyield, well-prepared land is required. Do 2-3 ploughings till the soil becomes
friable.

Manure and Fertilizer:- While preparing the field, mix 25 to 30 tons of rotten cow dung or compost in the soil per
hectare.

For cucumber cultivation, 80 kg nitrogen, 60 kg phosphorus and 60 kg potash should be given per hectare. The full
guantity of phosphorus and potash and half of nitrogen should be given to the sheep at the time of sowing. The
remaining quantity of nitrogen should be divided into two equal parts and given with hoeing 20 and 40 days after
sowing and covered with soil.

Sowing time: As a main crop, sowing is done in the plains in the first week of February and June. In South India, it
is sown from June to October, whereas in the mountainous regions of North India, it is sown in April-May. To get
the summer crop early, seedlings are prepared in polythene bags in January and planted in February.

Seed quantity: 2-2.25 kg of seeds are required for sowing in one-hectare area. Before sowing the seeds, they should
be thoroughly treated with fungicides like Captan or Thiram (2 grams per kg of seeds).

Seed treatment: - Before sowing the seeds, they should be treated with Gaucho 70 W.S. 10 grams per kg of seeds.

Method of sowing: Make ridges at a distance of 1.5 m in a well-prepared field. Pits should be made at a distance of
60 cm on the ridges for sowing seeds. 2 seeds are sown in one pit.

Diseases and Pests: Using Fertera (Dupond) 4 kg per acre or Vertico (Syngenta) 2.5 kg per acre along with manure
gives protection from sucking insects for 21 days.

Sl. | Disease/Pest Control Amount per litre of water
1 | Powdery mildew Bavistin 01 gram per litre

2 | Downy mildew Dithane M 45 | 2.5 gram per litre

3 | White fly Lano 02 ml per litre

4 Pumpkin red insect | Fame 0.25 ml per litre

5 | Mite (Red spider) Magister 02 ml per litre

Irrigation Management: - At the time of sowing, there should be sufficient moisture in the field, otherwise the
germination and growth of seeds does not take place properly. There is no special need of irrigation for rainy
season crops. On an average, summer crops should be watered every five days and winter crops every 10-15 days.
There should be no shortage of water during the growth of the stem, flowering and fruit growth.

Weed Control and Weeding: The problem of weeds is more in rainy season crops. From the time of germination to
the first 25 days, weeds cause more damage to the crop. This has an adverse effect on the growth of the crop and
the growth of the plant stops. Therefore, weeds should be removed from the field from time to time. After
removing the weeds, the field should be hoeed and soil should be added near the roots, due to which the plants
grow faster.

Harvesting and Yield: The full grown fruit should be harvested when they are still green. Delay in harvesting
causes the fruit to become unfit for marketing.
Note: - All the above information is based on the experiments conducted at our research center. The above
information may change due to different weather, soil type and season at different places.
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